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Overview

Chokma(Hello),

Thank you for your interest in the Chickasaw Nation Student Curriculum. We are
pleased to offer this curriculum that explores our deep history, culture and traditions.
Started in 2010 with the development of the Chickasaw Cultural Center, the curricula are
designed to inform and educate individuals about the dynamic history of our Chickasaw
leaders, monumental events and culture. Chickasaw historians, researchers,
archaeologists and other educators, as well as tribal elders, have worked tirelessly to
devel@ this curriculum to share our story.

We are excited to offer Un& Each lesson focuses on a specific event and/or
i ndividual throughout dnthiscor@abeie with#ssowmessdmt i on 6 s
plan, reading material, discussion questiongjesttiactivity student quiand reference
list for convenienceAll provided materials have been reviewed and approved by the
Chickasaw Nation Department of CulteHumanities and the Chickasaw Nation
Department of Communicatio®s Community Development.

The Chickasaw Nation would like to thank you for your support. If you have any
guestions, please contddt. Joe Thomas, special assistant to the secretary of the
Chickasaw Nation Bpartment oCulture & Humanitiesat (580) 4367258 or
joe.thomas@chickasaw.net

*The followingOklahomaAcademic Standardsas outlined in th®©klahoma
St ate Department of Educ,atiobaudesionf/@sla4 Soci al
basic guide. Other standards may be agplicl e t hat coul d be based o
interpretation of the lesson material or ability/need to make a conceptual connection:

Grade 1

V Social Studies American HeroesHistory Literacy Content Standard 4.2:
Participate in shared research udanggraphies and informational teatboutthe
contributions of historic figures in American history, including Squanto, the
Pilgrims, George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, Thomas
Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Sacagawea, DaniehBpAbraham
Lincoln and George Washington Carver.

Grade 3

V Social StudiesOklahoma StudiesHistory Literacy Content Standard 4.5:
Describe the migration and settlemeoit®ative Americans, including the Trall
of Tears.
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V Social StudiesOklahoma StudiesHistory Literacy Content Standard 4.11:
Develop an understanding and appreciation of the historic and contemporary
racial, ethnic and cultural groups of Oklahoma.

Grade 5

V *United States StudiesCreating the United States: The Foundation,
Formation and Transformation of the American Nation, 160806 Content
Standard 5.3: Examine the transformative impact of theuisiana Purchase
1803 upon the American system in regards to the explorations by Lewis and Clark
and the concept of Manifest Destiny as Amaexpanded westward.

An asterisk (*)has been used to identify Gent Standard 5 and the following
objectives that must be assessed by the local school district. All othemnskyl be
assessed by the Oklahoma Schosdting Program (OSTP

Grade 8

V United States History,Creating the United States: The Foundation, Formation
and Transformation of the American Nation, 1754877, Content Standard
4E: Analyze the impact and consequences of major events and issues facing early
presidential administrations, includinigetacquisition of territory through the
Louisiana Purchasand thecontributions of the exploration of the Lewis and
Clark Corps of Discovery Expedition.
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Lesson Plan

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC STANDARDS

V Grade 1: Social StudiesAmerican HeroesHistory Literacy Content
Standard 4.2.

V Grade 3: Social StudiesPklahoma StudiesHistory Literacy Content
Standard 4.5.

V Grade 5:*United States StudiesCreating the United States: The Foundation,
Formation and Transformation of the American Nation, 166806 Content
Standard 5.3:

V Grade 8: United States History,Creating the United States: The Foundation,
Formation and Transformation of the American Natigri 7541877, Content
Standard4E.

INTRODUCTION

fiToday, we will discusghe many businessChickasawpeopleestablished both
before and after Removal into Indian Territory (prestat Oklahoma)Prior to the
arrival of Europeans in the Chickasaw Homelamllich consiss of parts of presenday
Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky and Tennessee, Chaka were actively conducting
entrepreneurship. Can someone tell me what entrepreneurship nmkakesa minute to
allow students to answéiEntrepreneurship isaving theability and skills necessaty
creatively manage a busineEven before th@500s Chickasawsvere actively
developingearlybusinesssto provide for their people. Trade fairs conducted along the

Mississippi and Tombigbee riveaseone example atis.

fiTo better understand this concdpt us take a minute to cleaur minds
regading everything we know about businesDo not think about large buildings and
facilities. Do not think about banners, sloggm®ductsor commercials. Instead, think
about the business concepts, ideas, teamwork, knowdeutgxpertiseneeded to
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condu¢ a business. Additionally, think of how businesses are conducted to generate

funds to provide for others

fiThe earlyChickasawbusinessscontinued from generation to generation,
improving the lives of citizens and building strong diplomatic and trlid@ees with the
British during the late 1600s and with the United Stdtesg the late 170085adly,
Chickasaws were forcibly removed from their Homelafidr the passage of the 1830
Indian Removal ActDoes anyone know what this tragic event is dallffake a minute
to discuss the questigriyed Many refer to it as théTrail of Tearso However,
Chickasaws refer to their removal from their Homeland a€thekasaw Removarhe
Indian Removal Achegatively impacted tribesprootingthem from theitand and
forcing themto abandon their businesses and hoHes.we v er ,  Celpertiskias a ws 0
leadership andesiliency was not lost. After arriving Indian Territory Chickasaws
determinedly rebuilt their businesses, homes, families, sglymisrnmentand

communities.

filn this lesson, you will learn how Chickasaws utilized entrepreneurship to
provide and strengthen the lives of their peopléditionally, we willexplorehow the

Chickasaw Nation continues tlrive with more than 100 divefi&d businesses 0
OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this curriculum, students will be able to:

1. Identify transportation pathways that enabled Chickasaws to develop trade with

other Southeastern tribal groups and Europeans.

2. Explain various Chickasaw entrepreneadeavors from the earliest to current

daybusinesses

3. Develop a business idea that reflects the Chickasaw entrepreneurial spirit of

taking care obur people
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READINGPROCEDURE

1. The teacher will hand out the included text to students and read therdirst

paragraphs aloud. The students will then read the rest of the text aloud.

2. The teacher will lead the students in a discussion of some or all of the included
guestions, asking the students folowquestionsas appropriate. The students

will answer thequestions and are encouraged to pose questions of their own.

If the students are uncomfortable wigading aloud the teacher may wish to
consider reading the entire passage to model good reading habits. For students who
already display great comfort wittral reading, the teacher may wish to have the
students read the entire passage. Teachers should feel free to stop the reading and
pose knowledge questions about thedexg., asking students to define words or
explain more. Similarly, the questions nieyanswered in discussion, as intended, or

the teacher may use them to make a free response worksheet for the students.
MATERIALS

1. Reading tex{provided)

2. Discussion questions (provided)

3. Pencils/pens

EVALUATION

The teacher will grade students base@oombination ofthe following oral
reading participation in discussion and any commentsle These grades may be

evaluative or for completion, at the teacher

ACTIVITY PROCEDURE

1. The teacher will introductine activity to the studentd: N otlat you have a
greater understanding of ChickaséWssiness en@&ors from past to present, it

is your turn to develop your very own busindgslizing common themes and
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ideas from Chickasaws, such as trade fatemds hotels or casinosyeatively

draw your very own business.
2. The teacher will supervise the students as fhiepare their drawings

3. At the end of thelrawingperiod, the teacher will ask two to three students to

discuss to the class their drawings
MATERIALS
1. Student activity (provided)
2. Paper
3. Pencils/pens
4. Crayons/colored markers/colored pencils

EVALUATION
The teacher will gradstudents based on the creativity of the drawig

completion grade may also be an acceptable alternative.
CLOSURE

Today, we learned about marghickasawbusinessesPrior toChickasaw
Removalto Indian Territory, theibusinessegreinforced their willingness to provide for
their own.In their quest for improving the lives of thewn, we uncovered that many
nonChickasaws benefitteas well Where did we see this throughahie reading? Allow
time for students to respondtoquesfion. That 6 s ri ght . Early Chi cke
conducted trade fairs along the Mississippi, Tennessee and Tombigbee rivers that
supported resourcexchanged between Chakaws and other Southeastern Indians.
Additionally, it was witnesseth the discussion of the Chickasatands, providing
weary travelers with a place to eat and rest. Today, the Chickasaw Nation continues to
provide for their citizenand norcitizensthroughmore than 10@usinessesncluding
banking, tourism, health care, gaming and many others. The history of Chickasaw
entrepreneurship continues to illustrate thesmison of t he Chi ckasaw Nat
enhance the overall quality of life of the Chickagaw o p | e . 0
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Reference Material

Prior to Removal to Indian
Territory in 1837, Chickasaws
resided in their Homelandpnsisting
of parts of preserday Mississippi,
Alabama, Kentuckynd Tennessee.
Throughout the &utheast,

Chickasaws and other Southeastern

Figurel: A map of the Chickasaw Homeland, consisting ¢ ' |ndians relied heavily on the Natchez
parts of presenday Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky and

Tennessee. Image courtesy of @lackasaw Nation ) )
Collections. Trace ancient trails carved out by

prehistoric animals, faransportationautes and hunting groundsdditionally, the trace

animals for both food and tradesourcesThe
trace presented the opportunity for Chickasav

to communicat@ndtradewith neighboring

tribes, including the Choctaw, Natchez, ' "mss sirm| ‘ ' §
g ok R
U_A:vga-}\"?'

= : prasvuzmn
Cherokee, Muscogee (Creed)d other 748 VR LR

Southeasterindians.

Figure2: A map depicting the Natchez Trace,
which goes from Natchez, Mississippi, to
Nashville, Tennessee. Image courtesy of the

riversthroughout the 8utheast provided National Park Service.

Similarly to the Natchez Trace, the

Chickasawsadditional avenue® communicate andade. The Mississippirennessee

The Chickasaw NatidilementaryStudent Curriculum: The History of Chickasaw Entrepreneurship 9


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6ncTYzrLPAhXCLSYKHT9KDf0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.doityourselfrv.com/natchez-trace-parkway/&psig=AFQjCNFpEy_ymU4X8F51qkSbLSjgpiaVfg&ust=1475171089501444

The Chickasaw Nation
Elementary Student Curriculum (Teacher Edition)

Unit 3: Lesson4
The History of Chickasaw Entrepreneurship

and Tombigbee rivensere sites fotrade fairs to obtain valuable trade goadsl
supplies, similarly to a modeihay flea market or garage salringtrade fairs
familiescouldtrade items for desired goqdsich as conch shells, copper, obsidiad
turquoise, in addition to deer skin, pottery, bear grease and bows and #eowswvere
used for adornment and surviv@ihese trade fairs were hightyganized evesthat

brought many tribetogether.

Figure3:Tom Phi | | ifpBslou fpfasi nTiri andge, CEhackasawsicondueting adrade faige
Chickasawsonduded trade fairs throughout the@®heast, trading resources and supplies with other
Southeastern tribal groups along the Mississippi, Tennessee and Tombigtsedmage courtesy of the
Chickasaw Nation Collections.

During the | ate 1600s, the trails and riwv
brought theSpanish, British ashFrench nationsto Chickasaw territoryChickasaw
leaders took notice of the trade items possessed by the European nations, and they sought
to provide their people with the itenm&s the European nations begaeepingnto
Chickasaw territoryChickasaws extended their trade fairs to the Europeansuoeacq
their goods, including guns and artillery, beads, cloth and iron cookware, among many

others.These trade fairs reinforc&hickasaws as early entrepreneurial leaders and as
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warriors who continued to regulate trade watith Southeastern nations aagropean
nations

Beginning in the early 1700s, Chickasaw leaders took notice of the trade items
possessed by the British and agreed to a trade alliance. The British were more diplomatic
with Chickasaw leaders and possessed finer trade itemgpaseaal to the Spanish and
French. The strong negotiating and leadership skills possessed by Chickasaw leaders
strengthened the Chickasaw Nation as a diplomatic natidasarevered trading nation
that stretched as far north as the Great Lakes and ssutr as te Gulf of Mexico. They
continued to trade with the British until the 1780s
when Chickasaw lead®iominkosigned the
3 Treaty of Hopewell with the young United States
‘_-, in 1786 (sed’iominko, Payamataha and
L.~ Tishominkccurriculum). This treaty madd the
official alliance between the Chickasaw Nation and
the United States, which greatly influendbd role
the Chickasaw Nation playedtine War of 1812

(seeThe War of 1812urriculum).With assistance

from the Chickasaw Nation, the Unit&tates was

Figure4: Painting of Chickasaw leader

Piominko. Piominkaelflessly worked to

protect Chickasaw sovereignty and cultur  Victorious over the British.
Painting created by Chickasaw artist Mik«

Larsen.Courtesy othe Chickasaw Nation .
Ci/)”ections In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson

commissioned William Clark and Meriwether LisvlLewis and Clarlexpeditior) to

map and explore the newdgquired Louisiana Purchas&residentlefferson sent Captain
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Lewis, Lieutenant Clark and members of the Corps of Discovery, comprised of peaceful
soldiers, up the Missouri River to its source in the western mountains and beyond to the
Pacific OceanThe explorers

trekked hoping to uncoverew
opportunities the Amé&ans
desperately wanted (Bredenberg,

2000).This largescale land

TS T

purchase included preseady

Figure5: The NatchezTace served as the
weaved in and out of Chickas

homelands. Image courtesy of thational Park Service. Arkansas, Colorado, lowa,

Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
South Dakota and Wyoming (The Louisiana Purch2@&3).President Jefferson hoped

the expeditiorcrewwould be able to find the elusive Northwest Passage, a water route
across the country, whighwas believed, couldreatly assist the U.S. economy
(Bredenberg, 2000)

Additionally, the land was speculated by many to have new animals and contain
large amounts dertile soil and other natural resources. The news of the purchase and
opportunitiegapidly spread throughout the& Coast, and many Americans began
traveling west to seetutthe new possibilities. Traveling west, though, was no easy task.
While the Southeast was home to beautiful mountains, prairie bluffs and ridges, it was
also home to dense vegetatitmorny thickets and overgrowth. If an inexperienced
traveler were to venture off the trails or traakine it could ultimately meameath.

As moreand more traveleigsegan to advandato theSoutheasseeking new
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opportunities many
found themselves lost,
hungry and afraid due to
the demanding

environment. Taking

advantage of the
situation, Chickasw

families residing along

£ 45 " ,“L "75(" \" 't :' ‘ ‘ ‘- ',;:“ - - \ |

Figure6:Locat ed al ong the Natchez Trac

and operated by George Colbert and his family during the early 1800s. Cou
of theNatchez Trace Parkway Association.

| the Sutheadh Bails
began to establish

Afst ®n@ds wasytshiadte siernved as early fibed and bre
Each stand was a C hndtbeywer dovated adony tHe Waichez h o me
Trace approximately one every 5 to 6 miles. The stands served as blossoming businesses
for many Chickasawaimilies, providing a warm meal and shelter to the explorers in
exchange fomoney and supplie®\dditional provisiongor the explorers were available
for purchase or tragdéncluding corn, meat and fresh water

American explorers and the military aund themselves at the mercy of the
Chickasaw people when it came tossing the majorivers Many Chickasaw families
who operated stands also operated ferries and provided assistance crosamgg the
bodiesofwatercCo | ber t 6 s F e rhe Matchelz orace, was d feray lopenatgd t
by George Colbert and his family from 1800 to 181% d#tocumented that he once

charged Andrew Jackson $75,000 to ferry his Tennessee Army across the Tennessee

The Chickasaw NatidilementaryStudent Curriculum: The History of Chickasaw Entrepreneurship 13


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_m6H_7rLPAhXKQyYKHdOHAxgQjRwIBw&url=http://natcheztrace.org/category/blog/page/6/&bvm=bv.134052249,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEIHxu0kAQcQDfYMNDPZf2nIUrrxA&ust=1475179758333356

The Chickasaw Nation
Elementary Student Curriculum (Teacher Edition)

Unit 3: Lesson4
The History of Chickasaw Entrepreneurship

River.

These early entreprenéairexampleshowcase the Chickasswillingnessto
provide for their own. The Colbert family was one of many Chickasaw families during
the 1800s who utilized their businesses to improve the economite@ref and quality

| F‘éﬂ i of life for their families.
However, afterlie passage of
the Indian Removal Act in 1830,
Chickasaws were forced to
abandon their businesses and

remove west. While Chickasaws

e s e \were removed from their

Figure7: Chickasaw leders pose in front of the newtpnstructed

Chickasaw Capitol during the dedication ceremony in 1898.  Homeland leaving behind the
Courtesy of th@®klahoma Historical Society.

tangible structures resonating Chickasaanetnic development in theo8theast, the
did not leave behind their skills and ideynts early entrepreneurs.

Majority of Chickasaws were removed fromithdomelandirom 1837-51.
However, Chickasaw families continued to arrive in Indian Territorioube 1890sas
evidenced through Chickasaw tribal enrollment in the Dawes.Rilise settled in
Indian Territory, Chickasaws worketiligently to rebuild. In less than 19 yeatlsey
reestablishetheir businesses, homes, schools, fafamiliesand governmenh their
new territory(seelndian Territory Governmenturriculum) Chickasaw families
regained theifooting as successful businessmen and entrepreneurs in the following

areasmerchandisingranching, sand and rock quarrying and farmirgm Oklahoma
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Statehood in 1907 and into the
1970s, Chickasaws remained
determinedo improwe the lives
of their own through continued
and newbusiness endeavors.

In September 1972, the

_ : Chickasaw Nation purchased
e ?t;wmafw b

Figure8: Photograph of the Chickasaw Motor Inn. Courtesy of th  the Artesian MotoHotel,
Chickasaw Nation Collections.

located in Sulphur, Oklkeoma (Lance, 2012While many Chickasaw families owned
businesses prior to this, the motor hotel wa
as a wholeForwardthinking Chickasaw leaders,

including former Governor Ov®n James and current

{ Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill Anoatubby, utilized

Bureau of Indian Affair8grants to renovate and

remodel the facilityWith a new business plathe

Artesian Motor Hotetjuickly became a profitnaking
venture for the Chickasaw Nam, earning
approximately $@0,000 in its first year of operation

Figure9: The Chicka (Lance, 202).
Artesian Hotel Casino & Spa was

opened in 2013, and it replaced the Shortly thereafter, the tribe renamed the motor hotel
former Chickasaw Motor Inn.
Courtesy of theChickasaw Nation

Collections the Chickasaw Motor Inn, and it served as the tribal

headquarters until the official Chickasaw Nation headquarters building in Ada opened in
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1977(Lance, 2012)In 2006, the former motor inn was demolished to make way for the
Artesian Hotel Casino & Spa, which opened its doors in 2013. The new hotel provides
comfort and amenities to satisfy every need of the modern tra8eiatar to the
Aistands o i wHoméland, BeCGhickiasave Motor Inn attracted individuals to
the area, serving as a meeting space and platieedl oday, the Artesian Hotel Casino

& Spa continues to carry on the legaythe Chickasaw Motor Inn and the importance it
had to theéhospitdity of Chickasaw people.

The Chickasaw Nation continues to provide for its citizens in all areas of life,
including healtrcare, nutrition, education, arts, culture andre With more tharil00
businesseghe tribe is economically strong, cultugallibrant and full of energetic people
still dedicated to improvindhe lives of Chickasaws. The Wite8 World Casinand
Resort, the worldodés | argest casino, is owned
tremendous impaanthe Chickasaw people ancethate of OklahomaOpened in 2004,

the casino now providdhousands ojobs for Chickasaws and ndPhickasaw citizens.

-
-
-
=
-
|
L]
.-
L]
-
L L]
=

Figure 10: The WinStar World Casino, owned and operated by the Chickasaw Nation, is locatt
Thackerville, OklahomaCourtesy of the&Chickasaw Nation Collections
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The tribe continues
to expand ithusinesse®
includeretail, gaming,
professional services
manufacturing, tourism and
energy (Mize 2012).
Continuing the legacy of
helping others, the 0 Center n Suphur, Oktmma Courtesy of thehickasaw Naton

Collections.

Chickasaw Nation bolster
more tharjustits citizens, butlsothe gate of Oklahoma. Bill Lance, secretary loét
Chickasaw Nation Department of Commerce, st a
consider the state of Oklahoma a partner, and we share a common goal to strengthen the
economy and produceasa ny | o b s The<Lhickasawd\Nation rémains
committed to itgitizens and partnerships. 1987 when Bill Anoatubby was first elected
Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, the tribe had 250 employees. Today, the tribe
employs nearly 14,000 peopleoth Chickasaw and nadhickasaw

The current businesses owned andrafed by the Chickasaw Nation continue to
tell the sory of the Chickasaw Nation providing for its citize&&cretanBill Lance
indicated A Our [the Chickasaw Nation] economic a
fabric of the state, and the revenuesagated through our various business enterprises

allow us to invest in programs and services for the benefit of the ChigKdation and

Okl a h o ma (Mize 2012} EBransearly trading with Southeastern Indiandated
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