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Reference Material 

Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 (also known as Treaty of Hopewell)  

 The Treaty of Hopewell, 1786, was signed January 10, 1786, at Hopewell, South 

Carolina, near Seneca Old Town at Andrew Pickens’ Hopewell Plantation (“Treaty with 

the Chickasaws, January 10, 1786”). This was the first treaty between the Chickasaw 

Nation and the United States, and it 

concluded all signings of the Treaty of 

Hopewell. The Cherokee and Choctaw 

nations had already signed their treaties in 

November 1785 and January 1786, 

respectively.     

 For Chickasaws, the treaty marked 

the beginning of official relations between 

the Chickasaw Nation and the young United 

States. The treaty forged three main 

connections between the two nations: 1) it 

established the official name “the Chickasaw Nation;” 2) it marked American recognition 

of the boundaries of the Chickasaw Homeland (located in what is now Southwestern 

Kentucky, Western Tennessee, Northwestern Alabama and Northern Mississippi); and 3) 

it brought the Chickasaw Nation under the protection of the United States (“Piominko, 

Payamataha and Tishominko” 11). In doing so, the Treaty of Hopewell authorized the 

federal government to regulate trade and manage all affairs of the Chickasaw Nation. The 

Fig. 1: Interpretation panel of the site of the 

Treaty of Hopewell. Image courtesy University 

of Clemson. 



 

The Chickasaw Nation Secondary Student Curriculum: Treaties between the Chickasaw Nation and the United States 4 

 

The Chickasaw Nation  

Secondary Student Curriculum (Student Edition) 

Unit 4: Lesson 1 

Treaties between the Chickasaw Nation and the United States 
 

representatives present for the United States were Pickens, Benjamin Hawkins and 

Joseph Martin (“Treaty with the Chickasaws, January 10, 1786”). Prior to the signing of 

the treaty, Pickens was a captain of the rebel militia and led several expeditions to attack 

Cherokee towns. In January 1782, Pickens became a member of the South Carolina 

General Assembly. Ironically, much of his wealth was derived from trading with 

Cherokees (Lewis).  

Chickasaw representatives present for the 

signing of the Treaty of Hopewell included Piominko, 

Minko' Tushka, Latopoia and many others. Piominko 

was a prominent Chickasaw leader who supported the 

Americans, while his rival Ugulaycabe (also known 

as Wolf’s Friend) supported the Spanish. Wolf’s 

Friend previously signed a treaty with Spain in 1784 

pledging allegiance to them on behalf of the 

Chickasaws (“Wolf’s Friend: Chickasaw War 

Minko”).           

 Prior to the Chickasaw Nation signing the Hopewell Treaty, their allegiance was 

to the British. During the late 1600s and into the early 1700s, the North American 

Southeast began seeing foreign settlements by the Spanish, British and French nations. 

Chickasaw and other Southeastern Indians began to trade for the goods possessed by 

these foreign nations. Early Chickasaw leaders took notice of the trade items and agreed 

to a trade alliance. While some Chickasaw villages and leaders traded with the Spanish 

Fig. 2: Piominko was one of several 

Chickasaw leaders who signed the 

Treaty of Hopewell in 1786. Image 

courtesy Chickasaw Nation 

Collections. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixrZDyoO3RAhXD3YMKHbacDOMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.chickasaw.tv/history/document/piomingo-profile&psig=AFQjCNEy3_FR2E6vqXbGuuUDrtzMglgZFQ&ust=1485982108935141
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and the French, the large majority of Chickasaws traded with the British. The British 

were more diplomatic with the Chickasaw leaders and possessed finer trade items than 

the French and Spanish nations.  

 Chickasaws supported the British 

during the French and Indian War (also 

known as the Seven Year’s War) between 

1756-1763. Shortly thereafter, Chickasaws, 

through the leadership and guidance of 

Piominko, sided with George Washington during the Revolutionary War. Piominko met 

and visited with Washington several times during diplomatic contacts with the United 

States, even staying at Washington’s personal home, Mount Vernon, Virginia 

(“Piominko, Payamataha and Tishominko” 11). This relationship greatly influenced the 

signing of the Treaty of Hopewell between the two powerful nations. While this treaty 

brought Chickasaws under the protection of the United States at a tumultuous time, it also 

set the precedent for future negotiations between the two nations. Unfortunately, 

Piominko and George Washington both passed away in 1799, and the subsequent leaders 

of the United States would not hold the same regard toward Southeastern Indians and 

tribal sovereignty (“Piominko, Payamataha and Tishominko” 11).  

Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1801 (also known as Treaty of Chickasaw Bluffs) 

 The Treaty of Chickasaw Bluffs was signed on October 24, 1801, and it offered 

mutual convenience between the Chickasaw Nation and the United States (“Treaty with 

the Chickasaw, 1801”). The treaty granted the president of the United States permission 

Fig. 3: Flags representing the British Empire 

and the United States of America. Image 

courtesy George Washington Foundation. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGkLT9vOrRAhVqxYMKHd-HCdsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~cjd327/revolutionary.html&psig=AFQjCNGkW9KQgcsAAULOBRAUhlJI8kShzg&ust=1485886568827508
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to open a wagon road through Chickasaw territory, and the road was to be constructed 

between the Chickasaw settlements in Tennessee and those in the Natchez settlements in 

the Northern Mississippi territory. This new “highway” was to benefit both Chickasaws, 

other Southeastern Indians and U.S. citizens, and it was developed to speed up travel and 

trade throughout the southeast (“Treaty of Chickasaw Bluffs”). Chickasaws and other 

Southeastern Indians, however, utilized the route for centuries as a means for 

transportation, communication and for hunting routes. 

  The Chickasaw Nation was to appoint two men to serve as guides for the United 

States during the development and construction phases of the proposed road. The United 

States compensated 

Chickasaws with goods 

valued at $700 (“Treaty 

with the Chickasaw, 

1801”). The highway 

became known as the 

Natchez Trace, and 

Chickasaws operated 

ferries and stands along the route. Chickasaw stands or “wayside inns” served as early 

“bed and breakfasts” for weary American travelers. Both ferries and stands served as 

early entrepreneurial opportunities for the Chickasaw Nation (“The History of Chickasaw 

Entrepreneurship” 13). The Natchez Trace was the most direct route north from the port 

of Natchez on the Mississippi to Nashville, and it became one of the most heavily traded 

Fig. 4: The Natchez Trace was utilized by Chickasaws and other 

Southeastern Indians for centuries. Image courtesy National Park 

Service. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjUydTZs-rRAhUS3YMKHSriDkMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.nps.gov/natt/&psig=AFQjCNGWUmcwI9nvePD6F669r0mt4exzhA&ust=1485883721776815
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roads in the North American Southeast. Today, the 444-mile route is known as the 

Natchez Trace Parkway and managed by the National Park Service. 

Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1805 (also known as Treaty of the Chickasaw Nation) 

 During the early 19th century, the United States was in process of relocating 

tribes. Relocation not only meant displacement, but loss of land. To justify this ruthless 

act of taking land from the Southeastern Indians, the federal government began 

manipulating Chickasaws into large debts to the United States. Then, the government 

increased the debt, whereas, the only viable option for the tribe was to cede their land. 

One way of creating debt involved a factory. Created in 1802 and called the 

Chickasaw Bluffs Factory, its purpose was to be a means to fulfill the wants and supply 

needs of Chickasaws and other Southeastern Indians (Atkinson, 193). However, what was 

received was enormous amounts of debt, because the factory’s essentials and supplies 

were provided at exaggerated costs. The factory and private traders swarmed the 

Southeastern Indians like buzzards, waiting for any and every opportunity to provide 

goods, leading to greater debt.  

A U.S. agent working with the Chickasaw Nation would later reveal Chickasaws 

owed more than $12,000 to merchants and traders. George Colbert, one of the Chickasaw 

leaders during this time, met with a U.S. representative at Chokkilissa' (a central village 

for the Chickasaws at that time). Here they would negotiate the debt caused by the 

Chickasaw Bluffs Factory. On July 23, 1805, the Treaty of the Chickasaw Nation was 

established (“Chickasaw Treaty, 1805”). This marked the first land cession treaty 

between the United States and the Chickasaw people.     
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 The Treaty of the Chickasaw Nation would remove debt owed to merchants and 

trading companies. To do so, the Chickasaw Nation sold their land in present-day 

Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama totaling more than a million acres of land to pay off 

the debt (see tract 55 on map below). The land was sold for $20,000 paying merchants 

and traders $12,000 of it, which left a total amount $8,000 for Chickasaw use 

(“Chickasaw Treaty, 1805”).  

Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1816 (also known as Treaty of the Chickasaw Council 

House)          

 As the young United States began to grow, American settlers moved west from 

the coast to the desired lands where Chickasaws and other Southeastern Indians lived and 

prospered. Settlers wanted to build their lives there, but the land was already taken. To 

gain access to this land, the United States government initiated a plan to build trading 

posts, similar to the factories, on Native American lands. This would continue the efforts 

to increase Native Americans’ debt. As evidenced in the 1805 Treaty of the Chickasaw 

Nation, tribes would have to cede land in order to settle these debts. These lands were 

then used to appease the states and territories that were increasing in population and 

demanding greater parcels of land.         

 On September 20, 1816, the Treaty of the Chickasaw Council House was signed. 

Chickasaw leaders who agreed to this treaty included Tishominko, Levi Colbert, George 

Colbert, Chinubbee, among others (“Treaty with the Chickasaws, 1816”). This was 

signed at the home of Salichi Colbert, the wife of Chickasaw leader Levi Colbert. This 

house is situated on the Natchez Trace, the main path of business and travel for 
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Chickasaws during this time. These negotiations at the Colbert house were multilateral 

and included the Cherokee and Choctaw nations at the same time. As a result of this 

treaty, the Chickasaw Nation ceded almost six million acres of land across Alabama and 

Tennessee (see tract 80 on map below). In exchange, debts were forgiven, and the tribe 

would receive $12,000 per year for 10 successive years, and $4,500 to be paid in 60 days 

after the ratification of the treaty (“Treaty with the Chickasaws”).     

Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 (also known as Treaty of Old Town)   

 Mississippi became a state on December 10, 1817, and the legislature tried to 

make the Chickasaw Nation subject to their laws. Other states had threatened to leave the 

Union if Native Americans were not completely removed from their state boundaries. To 

avoid the same type of threats in Mississippi, the United States once again negotiated 

with the Chickasaw Nation. To prevent complete removal, the Chickasaw Nation ceded 

even more land with the Treaty of Old Town on October 19, 1818. This treaty once again 

paid off debts, and the tribe would be paid $20,000 a year for 10 years (“Treaty of Old 

Town: Jackson’s Purchase”). After this treaty was ratified, the Chickasaw Nation was left 

with less than 500,000 acres of their Homeland. Even after the third land cession, this 

encroachment of the growing United States did not stop (see tract 100 on the map below). 

 The intent of the treaty was to have the Chickasaw Nation give up its rights to the 

Tennessee lands in order to remain in Mississippi. By this time, the majority of 

Chickasaws were located around present-day Tupelo, Mississippi. When Chickasaws 

signed over this land, it eliminated their right to live, farm or utilize any of its resources. 
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The government was in full support of the treaty because it would once again expand 

land for Americans moving west.   

Although a large aspect of the treaty was for the United States government to gain 

control over Chickasaw land within Tennessee, some small segments of this land were set 

aside for the Chickasaw Nation. Yet, many of these land parcels had restrictions placed 

on them by the U.S. government, and if these restrictions were broken, the land would be 

forcefully ceded to the federal government. It was also noted in the treaty that if the land 

was improved by citizens of the Chickasaw Nation, they would receive reasonable 

compensation for it. Additionally, it was decided that instead of receiving goods as 

Fig. 5: Chickasaw tracts of land were ceded to the federal government during the following treaties: Treaty 

with the Chickasaw, 1805 (tract 55 or green area), Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1816 (tract 80 or orange 

area) and Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 (tract 100 or red area). Image courtesy 

http://www.floridahistory.com/chickasaw-land.html.   
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payments, Chickasaws would receive cash. This treaty had a major impact on the 

Homeland of the Chickasaw Nation.        

Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1832 (also known as Treaty of Pontitock Creek) 

The Treaty of Pontitock Creek (also referred to as Pontotoc Creek) was signed 

October 20, 1832 at the Council House on Pontitock Creek in the southeastern part of 

Pontotoc County, Mississippi (“Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1832”). When Mississippi 

became a state in 1817, the Chickasaw Nation found themselves oppressed by the laws of 

the Americans, despite possessing tribal sovereignty and the 1786 Treaty of Hopewell’s 

acknowledgement of Chickasaw boundaries and protection. Chickasaws preferred to seek 

a home where they could live freely and be governed by their own laws.  

The Treaty of Pontotoc Creek started the removal process to western lands after 

the Indian Removal Act of 1830 passed. Chickasaws worked diligently to acquire the best 

terms of their removal. 

Chickasaws agreed to leave 

their lands with the 

condition of acquiring equal 

amounts of land west of the 

Mississippi River that was 

suitable for their needs. 

While Chickasaws agreed to the 1832 treaty, which prompted removal, the alternative of 

staying under the rule of the state of Mississippi was not an option. Mississippi, during 

Fig. 6: Artist rendering of the Chickasaws signing the 1832 Treaty 

of Pontitock Creek. Image courtesy Chickasaw Nation Collections. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjChYrLzpXSAhXs24MKHen-D6kQjRwIBw&url=https://www.chickasaw.tv/history-timeline/document/treaty-of-pontotoc-creek&bvm=bv.147134024,bs.1,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFyikcqEmQVKwzZ9iZl9mtDNCdKLw&ust=1487368767201078
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this time, was actively making laws against Native Americans and other people of color.  

 The United States took responsibility for surveying and selling the land and would 

pay the Chickasaw Nation proceeds of sale. The U.S. agreed to fund Chickasaw Removal 

and provide enough supplies for a one-year period. The U.S. government would also 

place three-fourths of the proceeds from the land into trust, and Chickasaws could utilize 

the interest only for a period of 50 years (“Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1832”).  

Treaty with the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation, 1837 (also known as Treaty of 

Doaksville) 

 Even after the Chickasaw Nation signed the 1832 Treaty of Pontotoc Creek, the 

federal government impatiently sought to remove the Chickasaws and other Southeastern 

Indians from the North 

American Southeast. 

Seven years after the 

Indian Removal Act was 

passed, the Chickasaw 

Nation signed the Treaty 

of Doaksville with the 

Choctaw Nation on January 17, 1837 (Treaty with the Choctaw and Chickasaw, 1837”). 

Although this agreement between the two tribes was not a treaty with the United States, 

President Andrew Jackson submitted the treaty to the Senate, which approved it in 

February 1837.          

 This treaty granted Chickasaws the opportunity to purchase an interest in land and 

resources from the Choctaw Nation within Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). 

Fig. 7: Chickasaw Removal by Tom Phillips. Image courtesy of 

Chickasaw Nation Collections. 
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Additionally, the treaty discussed the boundaries of the Chickasaw district within the 

territory of the Choctaw Nation. While this treaty provided territory for Chickasaws to 

relocate, it also was the last stand for Chickasaws in their Homeland. After signing the 

treaty, Chickasaws were forced to remove. The first group left the Homeland on July 4, 

1837, from Sealy’s District (“Paige, Fuller and Littlefield” 89). While the majority of 

Chickasaws were removed between 1837-1851, many Chickasaw families continued to 

arrive in Indian Territory up to the 1890s, as evidenced through Chickasaw tribal 

enrollment in the Dawes Rolls (“The History of Chickasaw Entrepreneurship” 14). 

 The treaties between the Chickasaw Nation and the United States shed light on 

the policies and ideologies that ultimately resulted in the removal of the Chickasaw 

Nation, and other Southeastern Indians, from the North American Southeast to present-

day Oklahoma. Following the forced removal, Chickasaws determinedly rebuilt their 

businesses, schools and livelihoods in the new territory. Throughout removal, turmoil and 

uncertainty, Chickasaws remained united, continuing to provide and protect their own, 

just as they did in their Homeland.  
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Discussion Question 

1. What treaty was signed first between the Chickasaw Nation and the United States, 

and what did it establish between the two nations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What role did treaties play in the removal of Chickasaws from their Homeland? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Prior to the signing of the 1786 Treaty of Hopewell, who did the Chickasaw 

Nation support? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Which treaty established a road or highway within Chickasaw Territory, and what 

was its proposed use? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Name one tactic used by the federal government to cause major debt amongst 

members of the Chickasaw Nation? 
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Student Activity 

Prepare an essay that demonstrates your understanding of the reference material by 

identifying the relationship between all treaties mentioned and how it affected the 

Chickasaw people. Be sure to cite specific examples from the reading to support your 

essay. 
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Student Quiz 

1. What year was the first treaty signed between the Chickasaw Nation and the 

United States? 

a. 1782 

b. 1784 

c. 1786 

d. 1788 

 

2. Which Chickasaw representative was not present for the signing of the Treaty of 

Hopewell? 

a. Piominko 

b. Payamataha 

c. Minko' Tushka' 

d. Latopoia 

 

3. Which Chickasaw leader supported the Spanish? 

a. Ugulaycabe (also known as Wolf’s Friend)  

b. Piominko 

c. Payamtaha 

d. Minko' Tuska' 

 

4. Prior to the signing of the Treaty of Hopewell, with which European nation did 

the Chickasaw Nation align themselves? 

a. Spanish 

b. French 

c. German 

d. British 

 

5. Which treaty granted the president of the United States authority to construct a 

road through Chickasaw Territory? 

a. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 

b. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1801 

c. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1805 

d. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1816 

 

6. Which treaty was the first land cession treaty between the Chickasaw Nation and 

the United States? 

a. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 

b. Treaty with the Chickasaws, 1805 

c. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1816 

d. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 
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7. Which treaty ceded almost six million acres of Chickasaw land across Alabama 

and Tennessee? 

a. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 

b. Treaty with the Chickasaws, 1805 

c. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1816 

d. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 

 

8. Also known as the Treaty of Old Town, which treaty was signed to alleviate 

massive Chickasaw debt? 

a. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 

b. Treaty with the Chickasaws, 1805 

c. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1816 

d. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 

 

9. Which treaty initiated Chickasaw Removal? 

a. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 

b. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 

c. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1832 

d. Treaty with the Choctaw and Chickasaw, 1837 

 

10. Which treaty granted Chickasaws “the opportunity to purchase an interest in land 

and resources from the Choctaw Nation” in Indian Territory? 

a. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1786 

b. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1818 

c. Treaty with the Chickasaw, 1832 

d. Treaty with the Choctaw and Chickasaw, 1837 
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