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Li#le Rock, AR 
            August 1, 1838 

Hon. C.A. Harris 
Sir, 
       I arrived at this place on the 15th of July, since which Eme in obedience to your 

orders of the 13th of June, I have been engaged in se#ling the accounts that were standing 
against the Chickasaw EmigraEon. I am happy to say that nearly all the accounts for 
“subsistence, ferriage, etc.” have been se#led. The amounts paid is between twenty-three [sic--
hundred] and five thousand dollars. Probably there may be between three and five thousand 
dollars in claims that have not been presented, and there are on file seven hundred dollars of 
defecEve vouchers together with a claim of Capt. S. Buckner, amounEng to between nine and 
ten thousand dollars which cannot be se#led unEl Capt. J.A. Phillips arrives here, which I am in 
hopes will be in a few days.  
 In the third sentence of your communicaEon, and referring to the second, you say “I am 
at a loss to account for this extraordinary and as it appears to me, as at present informed, 
inexcusable state of things. Having a#ended this emigraEon in person, it was most obviously 
your duty as the chief and responsible officer to see that every porEon of the business 
connected therewith was closed and every account duly adjusted, and every document and 
voucher depending upon you made out in due form before you leU the country to return East.” 
It is true that I a#ended a small party of Chickasaws on a steam boat to Fort Coffee, where I 
arrived about the middle of December, and returned in the course of fiUeen days. I sent on 
before I leU Memphis, three parEes of Indians by land: the first under the care of Mr. Langtree, 
the second under Mr. Wilburn, and the third under the care of Maj. Millard. Their orders were 
to take their parEes by land, though they did, except Langtree, take the responsability [sic] of 
puEng [sic] a part of the Indians on board of steam boats at this place. Major Millard went 
himself onboard of a boat from this place to Fort Coffee, leaving the larger body of his party 
here, which was the rear party, under the charge of Capt. J.A. Phillips, who was to accompany 
them to Fort Coffee; thereby enabling him to se#le all the accounts, either as he was going, or 
on his return, which I requested him to do, and I believed it was done unEl I received your 
communicaEon upon the subject. I went west with the small party that I accompanied, not for 
the purpose of hunEng up the various persons that various arEcles were purchased of for the 
use of the emigraEon. I went to saEsfy the Indians, for it was the wish of them all that I should 
go, and I promised them early in the fall that I would do so, and complied with their request.  
 With due regard to your opinion, I must beg leave to say that, I was and and [sic] am of 
the opinion that it is the travelling Disbursing Officer’s business to get all the accounts made out 
in proper form, and then present them to the Superintendent for his approval. If I am mistaken 
in this my opinion, the Disbursing Officer at Li#le Rock would have answered every purpose. 
 As to the parEes of Chickasaw Indians straggling through the country [sic—it] is very 
easy for me to account for. In the first place, on the 15th January last, as I was passing Helena, I 
found a large body of Chickasaw Indians, near four hundred and fiUy and were encamped about 
seven miles of that place. They had crossed the river near Helena, paid their own ferriage, had 
never been enrolled, and refused most posiEvely to be. They were determined to cross the river 
at the Port of Arkansas, and furthermore said that they did not wish to get to their new homes 
unEl the last of this summer. Therefore, agreeably to your orders, I abandoned them. They are 



the Indians, together with some few others that leU their old country alone that make the 
straggling parEes, but a part of Glovers party, which are the Indians that Capt. Collins alludes to 
as being between this place and Memphis. Major Millard went with them in the la#er part of 
May, and they, by parEcular request of Capt. Collins, consented that he should take charge of 
them, which he did, and safely conducted them to Fort Coffee. 
 Mr. Vanderslice had orders and did return from Fort Coffee to this place, and took charge 
of all parEes that had stopped on the route, which stoppage was occasioned by sickness and 
extreme cold weather. Mr. Crocke# conducted Col. Kin hi cha’s party from a few miles east of 
Memphis to this place, where he met with Vanderslice, and Vanderslice took a part of them by 
water, and sent Mr. Crocke# by land with the ballance [sic] to Fort Coffee. Col. Kin hi cha’s party 
did not arrive at Fort Coffee unEl the 17th of March; nor did the main body of Chickasaws arrive 
there unEl someEme in February, which was the party that Capt. J.A. Phillips was conducEng.  

As for the expense of moving the Chickasaws being so great, I have to account for it in 
this way. In the first place, they had a great deal of money, that is their own private funds which 
they spent very freely. They bought a great many valuable arEcles for themselves to take west, 
believing that their wants could not be supplied aUer geeng to their homes. In fact, some of 
them bought as high as a thousand dollars’ worth of goods of various kinds which it was 
impossible for me to prevent, even had I been present. Every merchant was pressing off on 
them every arEcle he could. In fact, sir, I saw two women purchase seven hundred dollars’ 
worth of goods in the course of two hours. And sir, in geeng these Indians to Memphis, I did 
not get one more public waggon [sic] than I could possibly help. But a great number of them 
had waggons [sic] of their own. Some had three or four wagons. In fact, Col. James Woolf sent 
to Memphis, besides two wagons of his own, six wagons loaded with baggage. Besides the 
wagons that they brought loaded, they brought about seven thousand ponies and horses, all 
packed as long as an Indian could pack them, and they can pack more on a horse than any other 
people I ever saw. Well sir, all this came to Memphis, what had I do? I complained; told them 
they could not take so much baggage. What was the reply of the Chiefs and head men to me? It 
was this. “We are moved out of our own money. This is our property. We want it. It is valuable 
to us. Were we to a#empt to sell it, we could not for a hundred dollars’ worth get five dollars. 
Will you make us burn or throw our property in the river? We are the friends of the whites. We 
have ever been and wish ever to be. In our treaty with our Great Father, it does not say that we 
shall not carry our baggage with us.” Under these circumstances, what could I say? I tell you 
what I did say. “Put your baggage in the boat.” If I was wrong it was in not obeying the 
RegulaEons. Feelings of kinship and jusEce compelled me to take the course I did. It was too late 
at that Eme to get instrucEons from the Department, for we were at the river.  
 In the peEEon of the Chickasaws of February 1837, they peEEoned to go by water. I was 
instructed to take them that way. In the council that I held with them in September 1837, I 
enquired [sic] of them parEcularly if they wished to go by water; that if they did, I had but a 
short Eme to have the boats ready. The day aUer the council, they informed me that they 
wished to go by water. I then informed Capt. Phillips that I wanted steam boats at Memphis by 
such a Eme, which requisiEon was complied with. 
 I was much graEfied on an interview with. Capt. R D C Collins of this place, when he 
informed me, and I have no doubt but what he will inform the Department also that in his 
le#ers, concerning the Chickasaw EmigraEon, he had no allusion to me whatever. 



 In a few days I will write again. Were I present in your city I could convince you and the 
world that as far as I have acted in this EmigraEon that it has been in due faith, both to the 
Government and Indians.  
 
With high regards  
Your most obt srvt [obedient servant], 
 
A.M.M. Upshaw 
Supt. Removal Chickasaws 











CHICKASAW REMOVAL: 

TELLING THE STORIES OF 

HISTORICAL FIGURES 

The individuals involved in the Chickasaw Removal, 

both Chickasaw people and government officials, 

will be central to your storytelling of this historic 

event. 

Who are the one(s) you will focus on? 

What stories need to be told? Your study of these 

individuals will connect them to history and help 

bring an event from the past to life through good 

storytelling. 

Use this graphic to identify who is involved in this 

story. What role did they play as participants in this 

event? What aspects of their character are essential 

for listeners to know and understand? 

Leaders in the Chickasaw Homeland/Secondary 

CHARACTERS 
WHO WAS INVOLVED? 

HOW MANY? 

ACTIONS 
WHAT WERE THEY 

DOING? 

WHERE WERE THEY 

GOING? 

BY WHAT MEANS? 

HISTORICAL 

EVIDENCE 
WHAT EVIDENCE FROM 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

DOCS and OTHER 

SOURCES DID YOU 

FIND? 

TRAITS 
DESCRIBE THEIR 

APPEARANCE, 

SENSE OF WELL 

BEING IN DETAIL. 

MOTIVATIONS 
WHAT MOTIVATED 

THOSE INVOLVED TO 

ACT IN SUCH A 

MANNER? 
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GOLDEN MIC AWARD 7 
LISTENERS' FAVORITE 

THIS IS PRESENTED TO 

for selection as listeners' favorite. 

Teacher 
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GOLDEN MIC AWARD 7 
BEST PRODUCTION 

THIS IS PRESENTED TO 

for excellence in podcast production. 

Teacher 
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GOLDEN MIC AWARD 7 
BEST OVERALL 

THIS IS PRESENTED TO 

for best overall podcast. 

Teacher 
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GOLDEN MIC AWARD 7 
BEST HOST 

THIS IS PRESENTED TO 

for best podcast host. 

Teacher 



GOLDEN MIC AWARD 7 
BEST MUSIC fu SOUND 

THIS IS PRESENTED TO 

for outstanding use of music and podcast sound design. 

Teacher 



in conflict 

embracing leadership 

in a time of enormous change 

MINKO, ELDER, PROPHET LEADER 

of power and influence 

RESPECTED 

by blood passed down 

DESTINED 

to lead 

at the dawn 

of a new century 
KING 
as white men called him 

he was 

Tashka Aalhtoka, 
the selected warrior, 

he became 
Piominko, Mountain Leader 

DESTINED. RESPECTED 

his influence 

ENDURING 

In ceremonies long 

AGO, 

at the dawn of a 
new century, 

a reputation of 

POWER. INFLUENCE 

for Chickasaw people 

who remain 

DESTINED 

EXAMPLE



EXAMPLE



TISHOMINKO 
CHICKASAW LEADER 



PAYAMATAHA 
CHICKASAW LEADER 



PIOMINKO 
CHICKASAW LEADER 
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